
EXHIBIT D: TREE REMOVAL AND REPLANTING PROCESS FOR 

PROPERTIES WITH EXISTING STRUCTURES 

Cordillera Design Review Board Guidelines for Tree Removal and Replanting on properties 

with existing structures. 

Design Review Board (DRB) approval is required prior to property owners removing any 

healthy and alive tree(s) from their property. These guidelines are provided to inform 

homeowners about the DRB procedure and considerations for receiving approval to 

remove any tree(s). 

Please refer to the Design Guidelines for the removal and replanting of trees on vacant 

lots that are being developed.  

*Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) defines Zone 1 as 0-5 feet, Zone 2 as 5-30 feet, 

and Zone 3 as 30-100 feet.  

Preamble 

1. Trees are beneficial to properties, and the DRB wishes healthy trees, whether planted 

or natural, to be preserved as far as is practical, provided the trees do not pose a 

wildfire risk. Tree(s) removal requested to improve view corridors is not permitted in 

Cordillera.  

2. CPOA’s 2023 Amended and Restated Wildfire Mitigation Resolution (the 

Resolution) requires property owners to manage vegetative fuels on their property 

to the standards of the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) and Eagle County 

Community Wildfire Protection Program.  

3. Homes built prior to the Eagle County Wildfire Regulations (April 2004) were 

permitted by the DRB to landscape with coniferous trees within Zone 1 

(defined at that time as 0-20ft for both existing and new homes), which is 

contrary to current regulations. The DRB may provide property owners with 

recommendations with respect to non-compliant trees and landscaping 

installed prior to 2004, but the owner is not obligated to remove this 

landscaping. These guidelines outline the criteria DRB considers when 

balancing tree preservation with wildfire mitigation. 

Healthy and Alive Tree  Removal/Replanting Criteria 

1. Removal of healthy and alive tree(s), irrespective of location, requires DRB approval 

and enclave approval if applicable. 

2. Removal of tree(s) will be approved provided: 

a. The tree(s) removal does not cause a privacy concern for neighbors. Should 

the tree removal cause a privacy concern, the property owner will be 



required to plant compliant deciduous or firewise tree(s) to recreate the 

privacy effect. Replacing the removed tree with a compliant tree may not be 

required if all stakeholders agree not to have the tree(s) replaced. Adjacent 

neighbor notifications form must be completed with certified mail receipts 

confirming letters sent to adjoining owners with adequate time for 

response.  

b. The property owner demonstrates to DRB’s satisfaction that: 

i.  tree removal and replanting plan maintains the neighborhood’s 

look and feel; and 

ii. all stakeholders (DRB, property owner, neighbors, and sub-

association, if any) are satisfied with the tree removal and 

replanting plan. 

c. Tree(s) are not removed solely to improve view corridors. If the DRB 

believes that removals are due to a desire for improved views, it may 

request a narrative from the homeowner, deny the request, or require 

replanting of firewise tree(s).  

3. Tree removals in Wildlife Corridors or Wildlife Easements will not be considered 

as they fall outside Cordillera Property Owners Association jurisdiction.  

4. DRB considers applications for tree removal in the context of a property’s overall 

compliance with the Resolution. Approval will require that the property meets all 

other material aspects of CSFS and Eagle County Community Wildfire Protection 

Program standards as required by the Resolution. 

5. DRB will not approve the replanting of coniferous tree(s) in Zone 1 or Zone 2 if any 

such tree is removed, regardless of grandfathering. 

Dead, Diseased, or Dying Tree Removal/Replanting Criteria  

 

1. Removal of any dead, diseased, or dying tree is a separate required process through 

Eagle Valley Wildland (Eagle River Fire).  

2. Replanting may be required if a neighbor expresses concern about the removal 

within 30 days of being notified. At that time, the DRB would review the tree removal 

and consider a replanting plan if deemed necessary.  

Application Process for Tree Removal/Replanting 

 

1.  Complete Minor Modification or Wildfire Mitigation application. 

2. Obtain enclave approval if applicable.  

3. Pictures of the proposed trees to be removed. 

4. Adjacent neighbor notifications form completed with certified mail receipt. 

5. Site plan where the proposed trees to be removed are located with reference 

to property lines and built structures. 

 



The Design Review Board must review all healthy and alive tree(s) removals, regardless 

of whether they are considered for wildfire mitigation or not, to assess the need for a 

firewise replanting plan. 

A review fee is required for healthy and alive trees, with the exception of Zone 1, defined 

as 0-5 feet. Zone 1 is the High Ignition Zone (HIZ) and is considered the most important 

in protecting your property, and we want to encourage mitigation. 

Healthy and alive tree(s) removals associated with an Eagle Valley Wildland assessment 

will be reviewed at a discounted review fee. 

There is no review fee for dead, diseased, or dying tree removals approved by Eagle 

Valley Wildland. 




